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Aichi targets: 
Why didn’t we succeed?



The Kunming-Montréal 
Global Biodiversity 
Framework

Four goals for 2030:

• 23 action-oriented global targets

General objectives:

• Halt biodiversity loss

• Restore ecosystems

• Use and manage biodiversity sustainably

• Protect indigenous rights



GOAL D

Secure and equitable access to means of 
implementing the GBF

Closing the biodiversity finance gap

GOAL A

Ecosystem health & extent

Halting human-induced extinctions
Maintaining genetic diversity

GOAL B

Sustainable use 
and management of biodiversity
Nature’s contributions to people

GOAL C
Sharing benefits from the use of genetic

resources
Protecting traditional knowledge

Targets: The GBF’s long-term goals for 2050



1. Reducing 
threats to 
biodiversity

Reduce the loss of areas of high biodiversity importance close to zero

Restoration of 30% of degraded ecosystems

Conservation of 30% of terrestrial, inland water, and of coastal and marine areas

Urgent actions to halt human induced extinction of known threatened species and 
for the recovery and conservation of species

Sustainable, safe, and legal, use and  harvesting and trade of wild species 

Eliminate, minimize, reduce and or mitigate the impacts of invasive alien species on 
biodiversity and ecosystem services

Reduce pollution risks and the negative impact of pollution from all sources

Minimize the impact of climate change and ocean acidification on biodiversity
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2. Meeting 
people’s needs 
through 
sustainable use 
and benefit-
sharing

Ensure that the management and use of wild species are sustainable, thereby 
providing social, economic and environmental benefits for people

Ensure that areas under agriculture, aquaculture, fisheries and forestry 
are managed sustainably

Restore, maintain and enhance nature’s contributions to people

Ensure quality and connectivity of, access to, and benefits from green 
and blue spaces in urban and densely populated areas

Ensure fair and equitable sharing of benefits that arise from the utilization of 
genetic resources
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3. Tools and 
solutions for 
implementation 
and mainstreaming

Integrate biodiversity into all sectors (government, business, financial, etc.)

Financing and incentives to encourage progress and monitoring for the 
GBF

Reduce the global footprint of consumption

More biosafety measures

Access and sharing of data, technology, and knowledge for decision 
makers, practitioners and the public

Equitable, inclusive, effective and gender-responsive representation and 
participation in decision-making and implementation of the GBF

14

15

16

17

21

22/23



Financing

Monitoring Targets

Global Biodiversity Framework: What’s different this time?



GBF Indicators
• Headline indicators: These capture the global scope of the objectives (A to D) and targets 

used for planning and monitoring progress. They are relevant indicators at national, 
regional and global levels, validated by the parties.

• Component indicators: optional indicators which, together with the headline indicators, 
cover elements of the objectives and targets.

• Complementary indicators: optional indicators for thematic or in-depth analysis of each 
goal and target, which can be applied at global, regional, national and sub-national levels.

• Reference period: 2011-2020, for reporting and monitoring progress.

• Indicators must be capable of detecting relevant trends 

• Baseline: the conditions used to define the desirable states or ambition levels of goals and 
targets should, where appropriate, take account of historical trends, the current situation 
and future scenarios. 



GBF - Essential Criteria
Indicators should meet, or be able to meet by 2025, the following 
criteria:

1) Data and metadata related to the indicator are publicly available;

2) The method underlying the indicator is published in a peer-reviewed 
academic journal, or has undergone a scientific peer review process;

3) Data sources and indicators are compiled and regularly updated at 
least every at least every 5 years, if possible;

4) A mechanism is in place to monitor indicator methodology and/or 
data production



Headline Indicators – Goal A



1) Size of suitable habitat (modelled)
2) Connectivity of suitable habitat
3) Take an ‘average’ of the 2, compare to baseline (SHI=100)
4) SHI 95 means an average loss of 5% area and connectivity

Data-driven vs. modelled



Do we really need 274 indicators?

Stevenson et al. 2024 Biol Conservation



Steven Wright

Simplicity versus complexity

Data needs
Data-driven - abundances/time series
 
Can we model all or part of the species 

Is the justification simple?
(not necessarily the methodology.. )

Calculate at different scales (“disaggregate”)



Taxonomic / Geographic Bias



Watson et al., 2018 Nature

25%
of Earth’s remaining “intact” 
wilderness

Sub-national versus national versus Global responsibilities


